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Abstract

Understanding the visual aspects of the city depends on composing and
understanding a mental image for it, represented in the paths, edges, districts, nodes
and landmarks as determined by (Kevin Lynch) so as to measure the visual image of
the city. These elements can be considered fixed in the natural image of the city despite
its different forms from one image to another. The mental image represents a set of
knowledge, ideas and beliefs that the individual forms about the surrounding
environment in the past, present and future, and retains its most important
characteristics and most prominent features to recall when needed to recognize the
place.

This study aims at identifying more closely the mental image of the city and its
most important features of the visual composition of cities and housing projects
according to the five elements of Kevin Lynch. These elements could contribute to the
development of a mental image for the city of Khan Younis in terms of planning,
social, economic aspects. The study will focus on the Hamad Bin Khalifa Housing
Project as a case study, which is one of the distinctive projects established in the city
of Khan Younis in the Gaza Strip.

The study used the inductive and descriptive analytical approach to achieve the
objectives of the study through the collection of data available in the literature and
books, both the Arabic and foreign references and through using of practical study
tools such as questionnaires. The questionnaire was distributed to the competent
engineers, planners and residents in the study area, to test their ability to draw a mental
map of the place. The researcher also made field visits to the study area and the relevant
institutions then used this data to analyze the visual composition of the mental image
of the project of Hamad bin Khalifa Housing Project according to Lynch theory to
reach the findings and recommendations.

The study reached a number of findings, the most important of which is that
urban planning for urban communities and housing projects according to Kevin
Lynch's theory has a significant impact in forming a clear mental image of the
recipient. It is an important part for understanding cities and making the constructed
environment understandable for their users. The study recommended that there is a
need for urban planning to urban communities and housing projects to focus more on
the study of humans, human behavior, and the past and the present communities during
the designing process. There is also a need to increase the citizens’ spirit of
participation to contribute to the improvement of their city and enriching its
civilization, and beautifying its mental image.
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